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EXAMINATION  A  T  SAG  HARBOR,  N.  Y. 


AR01499912  L  g  T  X  E  R 

VROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR, 


1 1:  sv^MITTINO, 


WITH  A  LETTER  FROM  THE  CHIEF  OF  ENGINEERS.  REPORT  OF 
EXAMINATION  AT  SAG  HARBOR,  N.  Y. 


Dbcbmukb  7,  1899.— Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Riven*  and  llurbore  and  ontad 

to  be  printed. 


War  Department, 

Washington  December  6, 1899. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  heivwith  a  lettoi  fr<  h.><'hi.-f 

of  Kn.M.ieers.  l't.it.-.i  Stairs  A  run  .  <l:it.-«l  Nov.-iiiImt  If.,  1  M»';».  together 

with  cop\  ot  a  report  from  Maj.  H.  M.  A.dama,  Corps of  Eoglneoi  . 
dated  June  I,  1899,  of  a  preliminary  oxaminaticm  made  by  bun  in  com- 

pliance  With  the  provisions  of  the  river  and  harbor  art  of  Marrh  A 

l.v.i'.t,  of  Sa«'  Harbor,  N.  Y. 

Wry  COBpOOtfully,  l"-"m  .  „. 

B  Secrt-tary  oj  War. 

The  Speak  tin  OF  THB  House  ok  Refeesentativeu. 


Office  of  tjik  Chif.f  of  Enoineers, 

i  mum  States  Abut, 

Washington,  November  /•'<•  1899. 
Sllf  The  river  and  harbor  art  approved  Man  I,  :;.  IM''..,  n.ake*  pro- 
vision for  pwlijninan  examination  and  survey  of  Ni«?  Harbor.  >   1  . 
Bnd  l  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  cow  of  report  dated 
June  I,  1899,  apon  examination  of  -w\  harbor  made  by  tli.-     ai  ung] 
,„,  ,.  ,,,!,„.,.  M-.j.  II.   M.  Adam*.  (Wp,  of  Kiifrii  r--     I'n  b.n.nan 

oxi  nation  and  survey  of  this  locality  having  been  made  m  the  yean 

Ih'.tuand  l.v.tl.aud  the  lo.al  condition*  remaining  about  tin-  18000,8 


2  8AO    HARBOR,  N.   V.  "m^T* 

now  survey  at  this  time  is  not  considered  necessary.  A  copy  of  u  map 
of  the  survey  of  1891  is  submitted  herewith. 

In  III.-  .-pinion  of  Major  Adams  Sag  Harbor  i.s  worthy  of  improve- 
in.  nl  by  tin;  I  int.  . I  States  to  the  extent  of  protecting  the  harbor  and 
lundmgs  by  building  a  break water,  (bo  estimated  cost  of  which  is 

>  ,  I     Mil  I, 

The  TiewB  of  Major  Adams  arc  concurred  in  bv  the  division  engi- 
neer, Col.  G.  L.  (iill.  spie,  Corps  of  Engineers,  and  by  mo. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHS  M.  Wilson, 
Brig.  6V/t.,  L'hi<j'of  Jukk'h.-ts, 

Hon.  Elihu  Root,  "    '  ^rm^' 

Secretary  of  War. 


PRELIMINARY  EXAMINATION  AT  SAG  HARBOR,  NEW  YORK. 

United  States  Engineer  Okkice, 

New  York  City,  June  1,  1899. 
General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  upon  the 
preliminorj   examination  of  Sag  Harbor.  N.  V..  made  in  pursuance 
of  a  provision  <»f  the  river  and  harbor  act  approved  March  3,  1899, 
and  of  orders  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  dated  April  14,  1809. 

Sag  Harbor  is  a  village  of  about  population,  situated  on  Lot,.' 

Island,  :M  miles  west  from  Montauk  Point,  the  extreme  eastern  end 
of  the  island.  The  harbor  is  a  small  Lav,  sheltered  b\  Long  Island 
on  the  south  and  west  and  partly  b\  Shelter  Island  on  the  north.  It 
is  open  to  northeasterly  storms. 

A  preliminary  examination  and  Survey  of  Sag  Harbor,  N.  Y., 
wore  made  under  authority  of  the  river  and  harbor  act  of  1890,  the 
reports  upon  which  are  printed  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  of 

Engineers  for  1891,  pages  859-861.  The  report  upon  the  preliminary 
examination  expresses  tho  opinion  that  the  harbor  is  worthy  of  an 
improvement  to  consist  in  building  a  breakwater  for  shelter  from 
northeasterly  storms.    The  report  upon  tho  survey  states  that— 

The  object  of  tho  survey  wu  to  properly  locate  the  breakwater  ami  to  make  an 
estimate  nl  cost.  The  accompanying  tracing  shows  the  pr»po.«.-d  Im-atim.  and  the 
water  front,  with  soundings.  A  breakwater  so  located  would  .  ff.vtuallv  protect  tho 
water  front  and  would  also  shelter  an  anchorage  area  of  10  acres  having  0  feet  depth 
nl  mean  low  water  and  about  double  that  ana  with  tl  feet  .  1 .  ■ . c  1  ■ 

The  estimate  of  the  oust  is  as  follows: 

For  a  riprap  break  water,  extending  from  OoqUId  Point  in  a  n..rth-bv-west  direc- 
tion about  1..W0  fist,  theiav  in  a  n.arb  ii  .iHih.  -i  direction  l.«OiO  |,rt  "t.i  the  9-foot 
curve  being  a  total  length  of  3,180  feet;  the  breakwater  to  be  built  to  a  height  of  8 
feet  aU>ve  mean  low  water  (about  6  Iwl  aU>ve  high  water),  with  top  width  ot  B  f.-.-t 
and  side  slopes  of  1  U|k«i  1— 

4l,KHi  n.iis  ..f  ri|.ni|..  at  an  aveniirv.- cost  of  11.50  per  ton   IBS  100 

I  oiitiiik'onei.s.  aiid  -U|htvim.pii,  about  1ft  |ier  ivllt           8,' fHX) 

Total  tathnatad  cost   -j  qqq 

The  improvement  now  needed  is  the  same  as  that  desired  in  i  vu.viz, 

a  breakwater  to  protect  the  wharves  along  the  water  front.  The 
annual  commerce  now  averages  about  the  same  as  then. 


Avery  Architectural  and  Fine  Arts  Library 
Gift  of  Seymour  B.  Durst  Old  York  Library 


ftAO  EABBOB]  N.  Y. 
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Commercial  tialutir*  fur  Hie  firtl  nine  months  of  the  mhmdar  near  1S99. 
[FurnUhnl  by  Mr  O  French,  ol  tmg  Hurt**.  N.  Y.) 
FREIGHT  UECETVKD  BY  WATER- 


T..i  • 

Value. 

6,600 
760 
2.000 
16,000 

«26,000 

16,000 
9,000 
1,600.000 

m,  w 

1.660.000 

FH RIGHT  SHIPPED  BY  WATER. 

l.l!» 

«.:-> 

r«'.'. 

123,750 

6,  v.l 
11,771 

1.2W.  168 
2.266.60B 

Vessels  entering  harbor  In  obove  nine  month*: 

....  749 

Tonniuje  of  above  vowels,  4  to  1,205  tons;  draft,  3  to  121  foot 

Num.Im  r  ■>(  nM'iii;ri>i:imi«l  in  t-tr«in.-rs  to  und  fmin  .Nil'  Hurler  in  nine  iim-iiMis, 

ill  IN  Ml 

S'umbcr  of  vuwels  making  regular  or  frequent  trips  to  Sag  Harbor,  84. 
Population  of  village,  about  4,250. 

The  Imrbor  is  used  as  a  water  outlet  by  about  217  square  miles  ol  surrounding 


country,  lmvini:  n  |«i|niliitinii  of  0,743. 

At  mine  rate  the  commerce  for  a  full  year  (12  months)  WOUld  be:  JTnlgnt 
received  and  shipped,  46,695  tons,  valued  at  $5,087,559;  vessols  ontcring  harbor,  total 
number,  1,000;  |<assengeni  to  and  from  Sag  IlmrbOX  by  steamers,  40,000. 


In  my  opinion  S; i Harbor  is worthy  of  iniproveiiif  ut  by  the  United 

States  to  die  extent  oi  protecting  tin-  harbor  and  landings  bybtrilding 

a  brenkwnli  i  "ii  thf  line*  planned  in  IM'1.  ut  mi  estimated  vast  of 
*71.<H>0.  .  . 

In.|iiirv  among  those  fuiniliar  with  the  harbor  and  its  navigation 
shows  that  there  are  no  notable  changes  in  depths  and  shore  line  since 
tin-  survey  "I  ivl  rhfi-ffori- tin-  iiiuj).  t r:msttiit ti<l  to  thf  Chief  of 
Knjfiiioora  with  report  dated  Sept.- nib.- r  1...  I-S'.M,  fairly  illustrate*  the 
present  condition  of  tlie  harbor  and  a  new  survey  is  not  considered 

neoessaxy. 

Very  respeotfully.  vour  obedient  servant, 

II     M.  \l>\MN. 

Major.  Corps  of  ICntjiiuen. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  M.  Wilson, 

i '/,;,/,,/  i  ..>;«■■  -a,  U.  S.  A. 

(Through  the  Division  Knyinei- r.  I 

>  ir-i  InilnrM-menL) 

NouiHi  \si  Division  Enhineer  Office. 

\,,r  York,  ./un,  .!<>. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  thf  Chief  of  Engineers,  coneurring  in 
the  views  of  the  district  offioer. 

(i.    L.    till  I  I'M'll  . 

( \>l<,rul,  Corps  of  Eiujlto.  •  >, 
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